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STfje  fetorp  of 
STfjc  ^eople'g  Cf)oral  ?Hnion  of  iBofl(ton 

It  has  been  said  that  "he  is  a  public  benefactor 
who  causes  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where  one 
had  grown  before";  so  to  call  into  existence  a  body 
of  singers  who  had  never  sung  before  is  surely  a 
benefaction  that  The  Peoples  Choral  Union  of 
Boston  has  conferred  on  hundreds  during  the 
sixteen  years  it  has  l)een  practically  demonstrating,' 
that  the  one  form  of  art  which  comes  nearest  to  the 
people's  hearts  may  })e  acquired  and  practised  in 
some  degree  by  nearly  e\'ery  one.  and  make  life 
sweeter,  richer  and  happier. 

The  credit  of  the  initial  idea  of  a  Peoples  Choral 
Union,  and  also  for  successfully  carrying  it  out, 
belongs  to  Dr.  F'rank  Damrosch,  who  in  18!)'_' 
founded  the  People's  Singing  Classes  in  New  York, 
from  a  generous  impulse  on  his  part  to  offer  on  a 
large  scale,  and  to  those  who  could  not  otherwise 
afford  it,  an  opportunity  for  musical  culture  similar 
to  that  enjoyed  by  his  own  pupils.  The  need 
which  later  made  the  |)resent  New  York  and  Boston 
People's  Choral  Unions  possible  had  found  expres- 
sion abroad  in  singing  circles,  musical  clubs,  peoples 
concert  societies,  etc.,  but  it  remained  for  Dr. 
Damrosch  to  build  up  from  similar  material  the  first 
successful  organization  in  America. 

To  fling  wide  the  gates  to  the  great  treasure- 
house  of  music,  denying  entrance  to  none,  has  been 
the  object  of  The  People's  Choral  Union  from  its 
inception,  and  how  it  has  fared  upon  the  way,  filling 
a  need  in  the  musical  life  of  the  city  not  in  any 
other  way  provided  for,  this  little  booklet  is  de- 
signed to  chronicle. 
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Origin  of  the  Movemext.  In  the  autumn  of 
1897  Miss  Rose  L.  Dexter,  of  Boston,  inspired  by  the 
success  of  Dr.  Damrosch's  New  York  classes,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  starting  a  like  movement  in 
Boston,  or,  as  she  states,  "It  occurred  to  me  it 
might  be  a  good  thing  to  start  a  People's  Choral 
Union  in  Boston  similar  to  the  one  so  successfully 
organized  in  New  York  by  Dr.  Damrosch." 

She  immediately  began  her  efforts  to  secure 
friends  for  the  movement,  and  gained  the  interest 
and  co-operation  of  Mr.  Henry  G.  Pickering,  Mrs. 
Henry  L.  Higginson,  Mr.  Edmund  Billings,  Mrs. 
Kate  Gannett  Wells,  Dr.  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Johnson 
Morton,  Mr.  H.  A.  Pearson,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Perkins, 
and  many  others,  whose  aid  and  genuine  interest 
proved  sincere  and  inspiring. 

Messrs.  Benjamin  J.  Lang,  George  W.  Chad  wick 
and  Charles  R.  Adams  consented  to  serve  as  an 
Advisory  Committee;  and  at  their  suggestion  Mr. 
Samuel  Winkley  Cole,  prominent  in  the  faculty  of 
the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  also 
teacher  of  music  in  the  public  schools  of  Brookline 
and  Dedham,  was  invited  to  become  musical 
director,  and  to  his  enthusiasm,  and  power  to  com- 
municate it  to  his  followers,  the  success  of  the 
Boston  movement  may  be  largely  attributed. 

The  preliminary  work  of  organization,  in  which 
Mr.  Johnson  Morton  was  particularly  active, 
proved  no  small  task;  but  on  Sunday,  February  6, 
1898.  a  class  was  opened  to  the  public  in  Bumstead 
Hall,  in  the  old  Music  Hall  Building  in  Hamilton 
Place,  and  about  three  hundred  applications  were 
received. 

This  was  not  considered  a  sufficient  response, 
so  it  was  decided  to  more  fully  advertise  the  move- 
ment, and  hold  a  public  meeting  in  its  interest. 

Mass  Meeting.  On  Sunday,  February  13, 
1898,  a  mass  meeting  was  held  in  Music  Hall, 
and  at  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Higginson,  Dr. 
Damrosch  came  from  New  York  to  address  the 
meeting.      Mr.    Benjamin    J.    Lang    presided,    and 
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introduced  Dr.  Damrosch  as  "One  of  the  happiest 
persons  in  the  worhl,  because  he  has  let  the  sun- 
shine of  music  into  the  hearts  and  lives  of  so  many." 

Describing  this  meeting,  Mr.  Henry  G.  Picker- 
ing, the  president  of  the  Union,  says:  "Mr.  Frank 
Damrosch  was  present,  and  explained  the  purpose 
of  the  movement,  as  started  some  years  previously 
in  the  city  of  Xew  York  under  his  direction,  which, 
stated  briefly,  was  to  open  to  the  general  public  the 
opportunity  of  sharing  in  the  enjoyment  and 
interpretation  of  the  best  music  by  means  of  choral 
singing.  This  purpose  was  based  upon  the  belief 
that  music  is  nat  the  birthright  of  the  few,  but  the 
legitimate  inheritance  of  the  many,  and  that  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  to  the  people  at  large  to  co-op- 
erate in  an  active  effort  to  produce  the  works  of  the 
great    composers  with    the    l)est  obtainable  results." 

The  following  description  in  a  Xew  York  paper 
of  the  opening  of  the  classes  in  that  city  was  used 
by  a  Boston  paper  as  most  appropriately  describing 
this  mass  meeting: 

"Many  himdreds  ()f  people  were  present,  and 
the  work  of  the  committee  and  the  volunteer 
helpers  l)roke  down  when  it  came  to  enrolliueiil . 
Speeches  were  made,  and  questions  were  asked  and 
answered  as  to  the  details  of  the  management:  but 
the  great  audience  pr()l)al)ly  understood  the  pro- 
ceedings best  when  Dr.  Damrosch  came  forward, 
and  with  the  sway  of  his  baton  carried  all  minds 
into  the  rhythm  and  swing  of  the  first  Peoples 
Singing   Lesson." 

So,  amid  these  earnest  and  enthusiastic  sur- 
roundings, was  born  "The  People's  Singing  Classes 
of  Boston,"  an  organization  that  was  to  go  steadily 
onward  in  its  career  of  usefulness,  and  far  on  the 
road  to  the  highest' and  best. 

At  this  meeting,  "The  Peoples  Singing  Classes 
of  Boston"  were  inaugurated,  with  nearly  a  thousand 
members,  and  this  large  number  necessitated  the 
formation  of  other  classes  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

First  Se.\S()X,  1S98.      Rehearsals  were  held  each 
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Sunday  in  Bumstead  Hall,  Music  Hall  Building' 
Hamilton  Place,  directed  by  Mr.  Samuel  W. 
Cole.  The  class  at  Steinert  Hall,  Boylston  Street, 
was  in  charge  of  Mr.  John  L.  Gibb.  At  the  People's 
Institute,  Tremont  Street,  Roxbury  Crossing, 
Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Hoar  taught  a  class,  and  at 
the  Industrial  School,  North  Bennett  Street,  Mr. 
George  H.  Goldthwaite,  succeeded  later  by  Miss 
Annie  G.  Molloy,  had  charge  of  the  fourth  class. 

Mr.  Henry  G.  Pickering  was  elected  president, 
Miss  Rose  L.  Dexter,  secretary,  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Billings,  treasurer. 

Although  the  classes  had  been  started  late  in  the 
season  (February),  Mr.  Cole  considered  that  the 
Bumstead  Hall  class  was  sufficiently  advanced  to 
give  a  concert  in  the  spring. 

It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  five  hundred  and 
thirty  members  of  this  class  attended  three  quarters 
of  the  rehearsals,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
were  present  at  every  rehearsal. 

First  Concert.  In  the  famous  Music  Hall  of 
Boston,  that  had  for  years  echoed  the  triumphs  of 
every  well-known  celebrity,  "The  People's  Singing 
Classes"  gave  their  first  concert  on  Sunday  evening, 
May  22,  1898. 

The  programme  was  a  judicious  selection  of 
patriotic  and  religious  music,  and  a  "People's 
Orchestra"  of  fifty  pieces,  from  the  Brookline  and 
Dedham  High  Schools,  assisted  the  chorus,  and 
played  a  few  instrumental  numbers.  The  chorus 
of  eight  hundred  occupied  not  only  the  stage,  but  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  two  balconies  as  well, 
and  the  vast  audience  filled  the  rest  of  the  audi- 
torium to  overflowing. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  musical 
Boston  there  sat  upon  that  famous  stage,  and  looked 
out  upon  the  great  audience  who  had  gathered 
to  hear  them  sing,  a  chorus  of  practically 
untrained  voices,  who  were  to  demonstrate  that  this 
movement  to  "teach  music  and  the  appreciation 
of  music  to  those  who  instinctivelv  desire  it,"  was 
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to  bo  a  triumphant  success.  It  was  an  inspiring 
picture  when  the  conductor,  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Cole, 
raised  his  baton,  and  that  great  chorus  broke  the 
impressive  silence  with 

"  Our  God,  Our  Portion  and  Our  Love." 

One  of  the  Boston  papers  next  morning  com- 
mented as  follows:  "If  any  one  doubted  that  a 
popular  musical  movement  could  achieve  such 
success  in  this  city  as  has  the  parent  movement 
in  New  York,  the  first  concert  of  '"The  People's 
Singing  Class"  at  Music  Hall  last  evening  would 
have  effaced  this  doubt.  Indeed,  inspired  by  the 
magnificent  volume  of  tone  of  that  chorus  of  eight 
hundred  voices,  the  most  skeptical  of  critics  would 
have  been  forced  to  admit  that  Mr.  Cole  had 
achieved  remarkable  results  with  his  pupils,  and 
that  the  Singing  Classes  promise  to  exert  a  lasting 
and  powerful  musical  influence."' 

The  members  of  the  Volunteer  Committee  con- 
cerned in  organizing  the  classes  expressed  them- 
selves as  surprised,  and  far  more  than  gratified, 
by  the  progress  made.  They  had,  perhaps,  "  builded 
better  than  they  knew.  " 

During  the  intermission,  Mr.  Cole  was  presented 
with  a  baton  of  ivory  and  gold.  It  was  given,  as 
other  later  gifts  were  given,  "With  the  love  of  his 
pupils,  "  and.  in  responding,  Mr.  Cole  said  he  had 
rec-eived  nothing  but  joy  from  his  association  with 
every  memlu'r  of  his  class. 

On  the  following  Thursday  evening.  May  20, 
the  combined  classes  met  at  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  for  a 
social  gathering  to  promote  better  acquaintance. 
After  the  exercises  a  collation  was  served,  and 
dancing  concluded  the  evening's  enjoyment. 

Second  Seasox,  1898-1899.  Rehearsals  for  the 
season  began  about  the  middle  of  October,  in  the 
city,  at  Bumstead  Hall;  Union  Hall,  Y.  M.  C.  U. 
Building,  Boylston  Street;  People's  Institute; 
North  Bennett  Street  Industrial  School,  and  in 
South  Boston  at  Dalghren  Hall,  corner  of  E  and 
Silver  Streets. 

7 


During  the  season,  a  rceognltion  pin  or  badge  was 
adopted  for  the  People's  Singing  Classes,  the  design 
selected  being  a  lyre  in  sterling  silver  with  the 
letters  P.  S.  C.  in  enamel.  On  the  cover  page  of 
this  book  is  shown  a  facsimile  of  this  pin  in  all  but 
the  lettering. 

The  Second  Annual  Concert  occurred  in 
Music  Hall,  Sunday  evening.  May  7,  1899,  and  was 
given  by  the  Bumstead  Hall  Class  of  four  hundred 
voices.  The  other  classes  gave  separate  and  suc- 
cessful concerts  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  there 
being  between  six  and  seven  hundred  members  in 
these  combined  classes. 

Third  Season,  1899-1900.  The  third  season 
was  marked  by  changes  in  the  management,  calcu- 
lated to  secure  better  and  more  lasting  results. 

It  had  become  manifestly  inadvisable  that  new 
and  untried  singers  should  join  with  the  more 
experienced  members  of  the  original  class,  and 
therefore  "Branch"  or  "Elementary  Classes"  were 
formed,  open  to  the  general  public,  the  only  re- 
quisite being  an  earnest  desire  to  learn  to  sing. 

The  name  of  the  Bumstead  Hall  Class  was 
changed  to  "The  People's  Choral  Union,"  really 
the  advanced  class  of  "The  People's  Singing 
Classes,"  although  the  name  was  then,  as  now,  used 
generally  to  represent  the  organization  as  a  whole. 

Membership  in  The  People's  Choral  Union  was 
practically  subject  to  no  limitation,  being  condi- 
tioned only  upon  attendance  at  three  quarters  of  the 
rehearsals  in  an  Elementary  Class  for  one  season; 
the  underlying  purpose  being  that  all  persons  were 
welcome  as  members  of  the  Choral  Union  who  had 
shown  by  their  zeal  and  interest  their  desire  to  take 
part  in  the  movement. 

A  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  adopted  that 
provided  for  an  annual  election  of  Officers  and 
General  Committee  from  the  membership  of  the 
Union,  every  member  being  entitled  to  vote. 

Mr.  Henrv  G.  Pickering,  Miss  Rose  L.  Dexter, 
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and  Mr.  Edmund  Billings,  respectively  president, 
secretary,  and  treasurer  of  "The  People's  Singing 
Classes,"  were  elected  to  the  same  offices  in  The 
People's  Choral  Union.  Mr.  Johnson  Morton  was 
elected  vice-president,  and  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Cole 
conductor  and  director. 

The  management  of  the  Union  was  vested  in  a 
General  Committee  consisting  of  twenty  men  and 
women  members  of  the  Union,  together  with  the 
elected  officers  and  the  director,  who  were  members 
ex  officio  of  the  committee.  The  original  Volunteer 
Committee  had  now  withdrawn,  and  the  manage- 
ment was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  the 
Union  becoming  self-supporting,  as  had  been  in- 
tended by  its  founders. 

When  it  was  contemplated  forming  the  classes 
in  1897,  $150.00  received  from  the  Massachusetts 
Emergency  and  Hygiene  Association  was  used 
for  preliminary  expenses.  Later,  that  good  friend 
of  the  Union  and  of  music.  Major  Henry  L.  Higgin- 
son,  contributed  enough  to  pay  all  debts  which 
had  so  far  accrued,  and  from  time  to  time  it  has  evi- 
dently been  a  pleasure  to  the  president  to  share  in 
the  expenses  of  the  Union  and  classes,  whose  success 
he  has  had  so  much  at  heart. 

The  loan  of  the  Massachusetts  Emergency  and 
Hygiene  Association  was  repaid  by  The  People's 
Choral  Union,  but  Major  Higginson's  desire  to  "do 
his  part  "  toward  such  a  movement  did  not  permit 
the  return  of  the  amount  contributed  by  him. 

The  funds  for  the  support  of  the  movement 
came  from  the  members  themselves  by  a  uniform 
contribution  of  ten  cents  per  member  for  each 
rehearsal,  to  cover  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
work,  viz.,  hall  rent,  music,  stationery,  printing, 
postage,  etc.;  and  it  was  generally  understood  that  this 
was  not  a  payment  for  lessons  received,  but  each 
member's  proportion  of  the  expense  incurred  for 
accommodation,  materials,  and  the  work  in  general. 

This  almost  free  use  of  the  privileges  enjoyed 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  director  and  the  in- 
structors   gave    their    services    in    the    interests    of 
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music  quite  without  compensation;  the  oiBcers 
and  members  as  freely  giving  their  constant  and  un- 
tiring services, —  all  thus  uniting  to  exemplify  the 
principles  of  co-operative  effort  on  which  the  Union 
was  founded,  where  each  one  works  to  help  others 
for  the  good  of  all. 

The  Third  Annual  Concert  was  the 
last  held  in  Music  Hall,  Sunday  evening,  April  22, 
1900,  with  a  chorus  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
voices.  On  the  programme  of  this  concert  the  name 
"People's  Choral  Union"  appeared  for  the  first 
time.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  only  two  con- 
certs were  subsequently  given  in  this  historic  hall 
before  it  was  remodelled  and  used  for  other  purposes. 

Concerts  were  given  by  the  other  classes  with 
great  success.  The  five  classes  combined  numbered 
one  thousand. 

Sunday  afternoon,  April  29,  1900,  the  members 
of  The  People's  Choral  Union  met  at  Union  Hall  to 
hear  Mr.  Cole's  comments.  After  a  few  selections 
had  been  sung  by  the  chorus,  Mr.  Cole  introduced 
Mr.  Morton,  vice-president  of  the  Union,  who  gave 
a  brief  account  of  the  financial  success  of  the  concert. 

Fourth  Season,  1900-1901.  By  wish  of  the 
director  it  was  decided  to  give  to  those  desiring  to 
join  The  People's  Choral  Union,  although  not  mem- 
bers of  the  classes,  an  opportunity  to  do  so,  on  de- 
monstrating their  ability  to  pass  a  slight  test  in 
sight-reading;  and  one  hour  previous  to  the  two 
opening  rehearsals  of  the  Union  was  set  apart  for 
this  purpose. 

This  season  the  Union  opened  its  rehearsals 
October  14,  in  The  People's  Temple,  and  they  were 
made  additionally  enjoyable  by  having  fifteen 
minutes  set  aside  for  a  vocal  or  instrumental  en- 
tertainment by  well-known  musicians,  the  elemen- 
tary classes  being  invited  to  occupy  the  balconies. 

The  rule  enforced  this  year  that  absentees  from 
rehearsals  should  on  their  return  pay  all  back  dues, 
has  been  since  followed  to  advantage. 

This  season  it  was  found  possible^  partly  due  to 
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the  kindly  interest  of  Major  Henry  L.  Higginson, 
to  engage  Symphony  Hall;  and  on  Sunday  evening, 
March  24,  1901,  the  Annual  Concert  was  given  for 
the  first  time  in  that  hall,  the  final  rehearsal  taking 
place  there  in  the  afternoon. 

The  programme  of  the  Annual  Concerts,  from 
1898  to  1913  inclusive,  will  be  found  on  the  closing 
pages. 

On  March  31,  the  Sunday  following  the  concert, 
the  members  of  the  Union  assembled  in  The  People's 
Temple  to  hear  the  comments  of  Mr.  Cole.  Several 
selections  from  the  concert  programme  were  sung, 
and  then  the  thanks  of  the  Union  were  extended  to 
Mr.  Cole,  and  all  present  joined  in  an  overwhelming 
ovation  to  their  beloved  conductor.  After  their 
own  closing  exercises  in  Paine  Hall,  the  elementary 
classes  joined  the  gathering  by  invitation.  It  be- 
came an  established  custom  with  Mr.  Cole  to  com- 
ment on  the  concert  at  the  following  meeting,  and 
often  to  have  the  Union  sing  selections  from  the 
programme. 

Fifth  Seasox,  1901-1902.  During  this  season 
rehearsals  were  held  in  Chickcring  Hall,  and  also 
the  following  season,   1902-1  !)():•). 

On  January  19,  1902,  The  People's  Choral  liiion 
tendered  a  reception  and  concert  to  Major  and  Mrs. 
Henry  L.  Higginson  in  Chickering  Hall,  Huntington 
Avenue.  An  excellent  musical  programme  followed 
the  reception,  the  Union  being  assisted  by  members 
of  the  Boston  Festival  Orchestra. 

The  president  of  the  Union,  in  his  address  of 
welcome,  spoke  of  the  work  of  the  I'nion  as  just 
beginning,  but  said  it  was  a  lasting  work,  and  to 
insure  its  success  all  must  have  persistence,  devo- 
tion, enthusiasm,  h,igh  courage  and  hope.  "Our 
quality  is  excellent,  '  he  said,  "our  quantity  we 
hope  to  improve."  He  then  introduced  Major 
Higginson,  who  was  receiv(Ml  with  prolonged 
applause. 

Major  Higginson  spoke  encouragingly  of  the 
work    already    done,    and    of    the    goal    still    to    be 

11 


reached,  and  said  in  closing,  "You  hold  a  place  in 
Boston  worth  holding;  and  you  can  keep  it  if  you 
choose,  and  you  ought  to  choose  to.  There  is  a 
great  future  before  you  as  a  society  in  Boston." 

When  the  chorus  rose  to  sing  the  Sanctus  from 
Gounod's  "St.  Cecilia,"  Major  Higginson  arose 
and  stood  during  the  number.  The  occasion  was 
one  long  to  be  remembered,  and  was  intended  to 
show  the  honor  and  esteem  in  which  Major  and 
Mrs.  Higginson  are  held  by  The  People's  Choral 
Union. 

Sixth  Seasox,  1902-1903.  During  this  season 
the  Union  decided  on  organizing  an  Associate 
Membership  of  persons  generally  well  known  in 
musical  circles,  to  better  assure  the  success  of  its 
concerts,  and  to  assist  the  chorus  in  the  enterprise 
of  making  the  work  of  the  Union  better  known  and 
thus  gain  a  larger  listening  as  well  as  singing  public. 

It  was  voted  that  these  Associate  Members 
should  each  receive  five  tickets  to  the  annual  con- 
cert on  payment  of  a  yearly  subscription  of  five 
dollars.  Friends  of  the  movement  gladly  co- 
operated in  the  plan,  and  on  the  concert  programme 
of  1903  the  first  public  notice  of  associate  mem- 
bership appeared.  This  was  also  the  first  programme 
to  contain  an  advertisement. 

At  the  Sixth  Annual  Concert  the  "  Nativity"  was 
sung,  and  John  Knowles  Paine,  the  composer, 
being  present,  expressed  the  pleasure  he  had  derived 
from  the  Choral  Union's  rendering  of  his  work. 
This  Cantata  had  been  written  for,  and  produced 
by,  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  at  its  Tri- 
ennial Festival,  May,  1883,  Professor  Paine  con- 
ducting on  that  occasion. 

Seventh  Season,  1903-1904.  Several  radical 
changes  were  introduced  in  1903—1904.  The  Union 
decided  to  give  a  Mid-Season  Concert,  in  addition 
to  the  Annual  Concert  in  the  spring,  and  secured  the 
new  Jordan  Hall,  in  the  New  England  Conservatory 
of  Music,    for    its    rehearsals.      This    proved    such 
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a  desirable  location  that  it  has  remained  the  home 
of  the  Union  to  the  present  time,  the  rehearsals 
beginning  there  each  season  about  the  middle  of 
October  and  continuing  till  spring. 

The  rehearsals  for  the  intended  Mid-Season 
Concert  began  October  11,  and  on  this  date,  half 
an  hour  previous  to  the  opening,  Mr.  H.  M.  Dun- 
ham, of  the  Conservatory  Faculty,  gave  a  fine 
Organ  Recital  that  proved  such  an  attractive 
feature  it  was  arranged  to  have  other  musicians 
preside  at  the  organ  for  several  Sundays  following. 

With  the  enthusiasm  that  has  always  charac- 
terized the  Union  in  its  work  of  spreading  musical 
culture  throughout  Greater  Boston,  it  was  decided 
to  repeat  the  Mid-Season  Concert.  Free  tickets 
were  distributed  to  teachers,  college  settlements, 
etc.,  each  ticket  accompanied  by  a  printed  slip, 
stating  the  object  of  the  concert  and  the  work  of 
the  Union. 

First  Mid-Seasox  Concert.  On  Sunday  after- 
noon, January  17,  1904,  with  the  Boston  Festival 
Orchestra  assisting,  the  First  Mid-Season  Concert 
was  given  in  Jordan  Hall,  and  repeated  Monday 
night,  January  18.  The  organist  was  Mr.  Herman 
A.  Shedd,  who  had  joined  the  teaching  staff  of  the 
Union  in  October,  1901,  has  remained  a  teacher  of 
its  classes,  and  since  1904  been  organist  of  the 
Union. 

The  programme  was  the  most  ambitious  one  in 
the  history  of  the  Union,  Haydn's  Oratorio,  "The 
Creation,"  being  presented.  The  occasion  was 
still  further  notable  in  that  it  was  the  Unions  first 
performanc(>  of  a  complete  oratorio,  it  having  been 
necessary,  to  make  a  cut  when  "Xaaman"  was 
given  in  1900.  An  instructive  explanatory  pro- 
gramme was  prepared  by  the  director,  and  used 
again  when  "The  Creation"'  was  repeated  in  1907. 

It  is  also  an  interesting  coincidence  that  at  the 
first  concert  given  by  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society 
in  1815,  part  of  "The  Creation"  was  sung  for  the 
first  time  in  New  England. 
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Programmes  of  all  Mid-Season  Coneerts  will  be 
found,  with  the  Annual  Coneerts,  on  the  elosing 
pages  of  this  book. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Concert,  concluding  the  sea- 
son's work,  was  given  Sunday,  April  24,  1904. 

Eighth  Season,  1904-1905.  The  Second  Mid- 
Season  Concert  in  Jordan  Hall,  on  Monday  evening, 
January  30,  1905,  was  a  decided  success,  the  organ 
being  substituted  for  the  orchestral  parts. 

At  the  Eighth  Annual  Concert,  Sunday  evening, 
April  6,  1906,  Handel's  "Messiah"  was  presented. 
This  concert  attracted  all  the  regular  musical 
critics  of  the  Boston  papers,  who  were  desirous  of 
attending  the  first  presentation  in  Boston  of  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Prout's  version  of  Handel's  "Messiah." 

Ninth  Season,  1905-1906.  This  season,  the 
Third  Mid-Season  Concert  occurred  Sunday  after- 
noon, January  14,  1906,  in  Jordan  Hall,  and  every 
seat  was  sold  without  a  line  of  advertising. 

At  the  Ninth  Annual  Concert,  the  Oratorio  of 
"Elijah"  was  given  on  Sunday  evening,  April  22, 
1906,  with  a  libretto  programme. 

The  news  of  the  San  Francisco  earthquake  dis- 
aster, having  reached  Boston  and  aroused  a  universal 
desire  to  aid  in  the  work  of  relief,  made  this  an  ex- 
ceptionally memorable  concert. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  was 
called  the  day  previous,  and  it  was  arranged  to  open 
the  afternoon  rehearsal  on  the  twenty-second  to  the 
public,  charging  an  admission  of  $1,  without  re- 
served seats.  .  It  was  voted  that  the  Union  give  the 
entire  proceeds  of  the  public  rehearsal,  and  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  evening  concert,  to  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  San  Francisco  sufferers. 

The  newspapers  were  reached  by  telephone,  and 
arrangements  made  to  have  announcements  read  in 
as  many  churches  as  possible  next  morning. 

Tenth  Season,  1906-1907.  Incorporation. 
On  November  21,  1906,  The  People's  Choral  Union 
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of  Boston  became  an  incorporated  body  under  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and 
adopted  a  new  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  A 
thorough  revision  of  this  Constitution  was  made  in 
1910. 

Owing  to  an  increasingly  large  audience,  and  the 
size  of  the  chorus  and  orchestra,  the  Union  came  to 
realize  that  it  had  outgrown  Jordan  Hall  for  concert 
purposes.  For  these  reasons  it  was  decided  to  give 
the  Fourth  Mid-Season  Concert  in  Symphony  Hall. 

For  the  Tenth  Annual  Concert,  a  fine  libretto 
programme  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Cole  and  greatly 
appreciated  by  a  large  audience. 

Mass  Meeting,  1907,  On  Sunday  afternoon 
October  13,  1907,  The  People's  Choral  Union  held 
a  memorable  mass  meeting  and  concert  in  Sym- 
phony Hall,  in  celebration  of  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  the  People's  Singing  Class  movement  in  Boston. 
Long  before  two  o'clock  a  great  crowd  had  gathered, 
and  ten  minutes  after  the  opening  of  the  doors 
every  seat  was  taken.  When  the  wall  aisles  had 
been  filled,  the  doors  had  to  be  closed. 

The  concert  programme,  which  preceded  the 
mass  meeting,  consisted  of  selections  fiom  Handel's 
"Samson,"  under  direction  of  Mr.  Cole,  with  a 
chorus  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  members  of  the 
Union,  assisted  by  well-known  soloists  and  an 
orchestra  of  Symphony  players. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Pickering,  the  president,  presided  at 
this  meeting,  and  after  welcoming  the  "large 
audience  of  music  lovers,"  he  continued:  "The 
great  masters  of  composition  wrote  for  all  time 
and  for  mankind;  and  the  formerly  restricted  field, 
under  modern  methods  and  opportunities,  has 
become  of  practically  unlimited  area,  its  develop- 
ment depending  almost  solely  upon  intelligent  co- 
operation and  an  earnest  individual  endeavor." 

Mr.  Pickering  then  presented  President  Eliot 
of  Harvard  University,  who  said:  "Voluntary  co- 
operation is  the  great  blessing  of  modern  civiliza- 
tion,  and   it   finds   high   expression    in    the    Choral 
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Union.  It  isn't  force, —  it  is  inspiration,  it  is 
motive,  it  is  unanimous  desire,  voluntary  desire, 
which  results  in  harmony.  This  is  the  prophecy  of 
the  highest  and  best  form  of  government,  which  the 
future  is  to  unfold." 

President  Eliot  continued:  "It  would  be  a  very 
natural  inquiry,  'Why  is  President  Eliot  here.^  He 
cannot  sing,  and  has  no  knowledge  of  music.  He 
loves  it,  but  knows  little  about  it'  ";  and  he  went  on 
to  say  that  though  privileges  were  not  inherited  in 
this  country,  opinions  and  ideas  might  be;  and  that 
from  his  father  he  inherited  his  opinions  of  the  value 
of  music.  His  father  had  organized  the  Boston 
Academy  of  Music,  and  was  the  first  to  awaken 
interest  in  the  support  of  a  Symphony  Orchestra. 

At  the  conclusion  of  President  Eliot's  address, 
the  president  of  the  Union  introduced  Dr.  Frank 
Damrosch  of  New  York,  as  "the  man  with  whom  the 
singing  class  had  its  inception  in  this  country." 

Dr.  Damrosch  began  by  saying  he  "was  not 
entitled  to  any  such  claim,  for  choral  singing  and 
musical  culture  really  began  in  Boston  away  back 
in  the  30's,  as  President  Eliot  had  said.  Musical 
instruction  began  in  the  South  Boston  schools,  and 
Boston  was  the  cradle  of  choral  singing  in  America." 
He  alluded  to  the  work  of  President  Eliot's  father 
in  the  early  life  of  Boston's  public  culture  of  music, 
and  of  the  value  of  music  in  the  present  day,  when 
culture  counts  for  so  much  as  part  and  portion  of 
the  present-day  ideal  of  broad-mindedness  and 
liberal  thought.  In  conclusion  he  ventured  the 
opinion  that  out  of  the  audience  many  good  singers 
could  be  made,  and,  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  his 
remark,  came  forward  to  lead  the  audience  in  a 
sight-singing  test. 

Then,  indeed,  the  enthusiasm  reached  its  greatest 
height,  for  the  members  of  the  old  Bumstead  Hall 
class,  and  many  others  present,  recalled  how  Dr. 
Damrosch  had  come  forward  on  the  platform  of  the 
historic  old  Music  Hall  on  the  occasion  of  that 
former  mass  meeting,  when  the  first  meeting  to 
inaugurate    the  People's  Singing  Classes  was  held, 
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and  now,  as  then,  "with  the  sway  of  his  baton  he 
carried  all  present  into  the  rhythm  and  swing  of  a 
people's  first  singing  lesson.*"  Dr.  Damrosch  then 
led  the  audience  in  singing  patriotic  and  folk-songs. 
The  closing  numbers  were  ''The  Star  Spangled 
Banner"  and  "America,"  in  which  it  was  noticed 
President  Eliot  joined. 

Overflow  Meeting.  For  the  hundreds  who 
could  not  gain  admittance  to  Symphony  Hall,  an 
overflow  meeting  was  arranged  in  Chickering  Hall. 
Mr.  John  L.  Gil)b,  of  Xorth  Attleboro,  one  of  the 
first  teachers  of  the  singing  classes,  directed  the 
exercises,  assisted  at  the  piano  by  Miss  Jessie 
Hawley.  The  president  of  the  Union,  J)r.  Dam- 
rosch, and  others,  addressed  the  meeting. 

Eleventh  Season,  1907-1908.  The  pro- 
gramme of  the  Fifth  Mid-Season  Concert  was 
Gounod's  "Redemption,  "  and  when  it  was  pro- 
duced on  Sunday  evening,  January  19,  1908,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Union,  the  chorus 
was  without  its  conductor.  Owing  to  an  accident 
sustained  by  Mr.  Cole  a  short  time  previously,  that 
had  impaired  the  use  of  his  arm,  Mr.  (iustav 
Strube  was  engaged  to  conduct.  The  rehearsals 
for  the  Eleventh  Annual  Concert  were  nearly  all 
conducted  by  Mr.  Cole,  however;  but,  as  he  was 
still  unable  to  conduct  at  the  concert,  Mr.  Strube 
again  officiated. 

Twelfth  Season,  1908-1909.  In  1908  Mr. 
Cole  desired  to  resign,  being  still  incapacitated,  but 
was  prevailed  on  to  withdraw  his  resignation,  and 
accept  a  leave  of  absence  for  such  time  as  he  desired. 

Mr.  Frederick  'W.  Wodell  of  Boston,  a  well- 
known  vocal  teacher  and  choral  conductor,  ac- 
cepted the  invitation  of  the  Union  to  assume  the 
duties  of  acting  conductor  and  director  of  the 
Union  and  the  classes,  and  began  rehearsing  the 
chorus  October  11,  1908. 

Both  the  Sixth  Mid-Season  and  the  Twelfth 
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Annual  Concerts  were  produced  most  successfully 
under  his  leadership  in  1909.  At  the  annual 
meeting  the  Union  tendered  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
acting  conductor,  Mr.  Wodell,  "for  his  splendid 
work  during  the  season." 

On  April  11,  1909,  the  People's  Choral  Union 
sustained  the  loss  of  a  steadfast  friend  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  Benjamin  J.  Lang,  member  of  its  Advisory 
Committee,  and  chairman  of  its  first  mass 
meeting. 

President  Pickering,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Lang's 
interest  and  helpful  service  in  the  organization  and 
continued  life  of  the  LTnion,  said  of  him:  "Wisely 
discriminating  in  criticism  and  encouragement,  his 
counsel  and  co-operation  were  generously  given 
to  the  work,  and  are  gratefully  remembered  by  the 
Union,  with  whose  history  and  purposes  his  name 
will  always  be  closely  and  happily  associated." 

Thirteenth  Season,  1909-1910.  Mr.  Cole 
had  now  been  absent  from  the  chorus  for  one  season, 
and  decided  not  to  return  another  season  as  con- 
ductor, although  his  health  was  somewhat  im- 
proved, but  to  devote  his  time  to  a  new  system  of 
sight-singing,  entitled,  "  Intervallia."  It  was  de- 
cided to  introduce  this  system  in  the  Elementary 
Classes,  and  Mr.  Cole  took  charge  of  a  large  class 
established  in  the  American  Music  Hall  Theatre, 
once  the  old  Boston  Music  Hall,  for  that  purpose, 
the  new  "Intervallia"  being  studied  also  in  the 
other  Elementary  Classes. 

Intermediate  Class.  L^p  to  this  time,  members 
of  the  Elementary  Classes,  who  had  attended  two 
thirds  of  the  rehearsals  for  a  season,  were  eligible 
to  membership  in  the  Union  the  following  season, 
without  regard  to  individuq,l  musical  proficiency. 
It  was  found  that  this  transition  was  a  hardship 
to  many  of  the  singers,  who  were  called  on  in  the 
Union  to  sing  difficult  music  after  but  one  year's 
experience;  and,  to  meet  this  need  an  Intermediate 
Class-  was  established,  and  began  its  rehearsals  in 
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Recital  Hall,  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music, 
October  17,  1909,  where  it  is  still  continued. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  attend  two  thirds 
of  the  rehearsals  for  a  season,  first  in  an  Elementary 
Class,  and  then  in  the  Intermediate  Class  the 
following  season,  before  gaining  admission  to  the 
Union,  although  admission  could  be  gained  to 
either  by  passing  a  test  in  sight-reading,  given  by 
the  director. 

Later  in  the  season,  the  class  conducted  by  Mr. 
Cole  united  with  the  Intermediate  Class,  under  Mr. 
Cole's  instruction. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  season,  after  Mr.  Cole 
had  decided  not  to  return  as  conductor,  Mr.  Fred- 
erick W.  Wodell  was  invited  to  continue  as  acting 
conductor  for  the  season  of  1909-1910.  He  ac- 
cepted, and  rehearsed  and  conducted  both  the 
Seventh  Mid-Season  and  the  Thirteenth  Annual 
Concerts. 

At  the  clo.se  of  the  season,  the  members  of  the 
Union  tendered  Mr.  Wodell  a  reception  in  Howe 
Hall,  New  Century  Building,  and  as  a  token  of  their 
regard  presented  to  him  a  book  containing  auto- 
graphs, with  some  appreciative  word  or  line,  from 
all  the  active  members  of  the  Union.  He  was 
greatly  pleased  with  the  unique  gift,  so  expressive 
of  the  members'  esteem,  and  said  he  "should 
treasure  it  all  his  days." 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Union,  May  4. 
1910,  the  resignation  of  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Edmuni 
Billings,  was  received  with  regret.  He  had  served 
as  treasurer  from  the  formation  of  the  Society  in 
1898,  and  had  been  among  the  first  to  be  interested 
in  the  movement. 

Resigxation  of  Mr.  Cole.  At  this  meeting 
Mr.  Cole  severed  the  relation  that  had  existed 
between  him  and  the  Union  for  eleven  consecutive 
seasons,  by  insisting  that  his  resignation  as  its 
conductor  and  director  be  accepted.  Every  effort 
had  been  made  to  induce  him  to  reconsider  his 
determination,  but  in  vain. 
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In  his  letter  of  resignation  he  said:  "I  have  no 
words  in  which  to  express  my  regrets  for  this 
necessity  which  is  upon  me.  Probably  none  of 
you  realize  how  much  this  movement  has  meant 
to  me,  and  how  sorry  I  am  that  circumstances  have 
not  permitted  me  to  give  more  time  to  it  than  I 
have  been  able  to  give." 

His  resignation  was  regretfully  accepted  by  the 
Union  he  had  served  so  long  and  well.  The  title  of 
Director  Emeritus  was  conferred  on  him  by 
unanimous   vote. 

On  August  26,  1910,  the  General  Committee 
voted  to  invite  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Wodell  to  become 
the  conductor  of  the  Union  and  director  of  the 
classes.  This  action  was  later  ratified  by  vote  of 
the  Union,  which  presented  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee a  petition,  signed  by  more  than  a  hundred 
of  its  members,  requesting  that  such  action  be 
taken.  Mr!  Wodell  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
became  the  conductor  of  the  Union  and  director 
of  the  classes. 

Fourteenth  Season,  1910-1911.  Several  dem- 
onstration concerts  were  given  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Wodell,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the 
work  and  making  it  better  known,  and  to  establish 
new  classes.  The  Eighth  Mid-Season  and  the 
Fourteenth  Annual  Concerts  were  held  as  usual. 

The  season  closed  with  a  Conversazione  in  Howe 
Hall,  attended  by  a  large  number  of  the  members. 
After  a  reception  and  entertainment,  refreshments 
were  served,  and  the  evening  closed  with  dancing. 
This  proved  such  an  enjoyable  way  of  ending  the 
season's  work  that  it  has  become  an  annual  custom. 

Fifteenth  Season,  1911-1912.  Both  the  Ninth 
Mid-Season  and  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Concerts  were 
unusually  successful  from  a  musical  point  of  view, 
and  gave  ample  evidence  of  a  season  of  hard  work 
on    the    part    of    chorus    and    conductor. 

Under  Mr.  Wodell's  leadership,  the  standing  of 
the   Society  had   been  steadily   maintained  and  its 

20 


efficiency  increased.  He  had  j>roved  an  able  and 
painstaking  c(mductor,  untiring  in  his  efforts  to 
secure  the  best  possible  results  from  the  chorus, 
and  progress  under  his  leadership  had  been  marked  . 

Sixteenth  Season,  1912-1913.  For  the  first 
time  in  America,  the  Union  gave  as  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme of  its  Tenth  Mid-Season  Concert,  "Iphi- 
genia,"  by  Mr.  W.  Henry  Humiston,  an  American 
composer,  who  came  from  Xew  York  to  conduct  it. 

At  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Concert  a  most  suc- 
cessful production  of  "The  Messiah"  was  given, 
closing  the  season  of  1912-1913,  and  bringing  this 
story  of  The  People's  Choral  I'nion  down  to  the 
present  time. 

Elemext.\ry  Classes.  During  the  years  be- 
tween 1898  and  1913,  the  Branch  or  Elementary 
Classes  had  been  carried  on  with  varying  success 
in  different  localities,  but  always  under  the  watch- 
ful care  of  the  Union,  which  realized  that  through 
them  the  spread  of  the  movement  and  the  life  of 
the  Union  were  best  assured.  The  special  work 
of  organizing  the  Elementary  Classes  each  year, 
and  assisting  the  class  officers,  when  elected,  to  con- 
duct the  business  and  social  activities  of  the  class, 
is  delegated  to  a  sub-committee  of  the  General 
Committee.  Through  this  sub-committee,  the 
Union  strives  to  foster  that  spirit  of  helpful  service 
to  each  other  that  is  such  a  factor  in  the  life  of  the 
Union,  and  to  make  plain  the  fact  that  members  of 
these  classes  are,  from  the  time  of  enrollment,  mem- 
bers of  The  Peoples  Choral  Union,  in  its  larger  sense. 
Many  who  enter  the  Elementary  Classes  are  without 
musical  training  of  any  kind,  but  yet  are  endowed 
with  genuine  musical  feeling:  and  by  means  of  these 
classes  they  are  ena'bled,  not  only  to  hear  a  good  order 
of  music,  but  to  share  in  the  delight  of  its  ])roduction. 
To  a  man  busy  all  day  in  an  office,  to  a  woman  oc- 
cupied by  many  humdrum  duties,  the  change  to 
these  different  surroundings,  the  fellowship,  the 
pleasure  of  the  work  itself,  all  go  to  make  the  under- 
taking worth  while  from  everv  point  of  view. 
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Instructors.  The  instructors  in  charge  have 
given  unmeasured  and  devoted  service  each  year 
to  the  work  of  instructing  these  classes.  A  list  of 
their  names  will  be  found  on  the  closing  pages. 

A  free  concert  is  given  by  the  combined  classes 
at  the  close  of  the  season  in  Jordan  Hall,  conducted 
by  the  instructors,  to  demonstrate  the  work  of  the 
year  for  each  class. 

Of  the  instructors  who  served  the  first  season. 
Miss  Hoar  is  now  teacher  of  music  in  the  School  of 
Ethical  Culture,  New  York;  Miss  Molloy,  principal 
of  the  Winthrop  School,  Brookline;  John  L.  Gibb, 
supervisor  of  music  in  Attleboro  and  Dedham; 
and  George  H.  Goldthwaite  is  director  of  music  in 
the  public  schools  of  Portland,  Me. 

General  Committee.  The  Union's  governing 
body,  the  General  Committee,  in  whose  charge  is 
placed  its  guidance  each  year,  has  never  failed  to 
prove  itself  a  public-spirited,  self-sacrificing  group, 
that  honors  and  is  honored  by  the  society  it  repre- 
sents. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  their  names,  and 
the  names  of  a  host  of  earnest  workers  and  friends, 
cannot  be  here  recorded  for  lack  of  space.  The 
result  of  their  unselfish  work,  however,  lives,  and 
while  we  yet  enjoy  its  fruits,  is  in  lasting  evidence 
all  about  us. 

The  name  of  Miss  Josephine  Blackwell  should  be 
mentioned,  however,  in  recognition  of  her  invalu- 
able services  as  secretary  for  more  than  five  years, 
and  as  assistant  and  acting  secretary  for  several 
years  previous.  Miss  Blackwell  was  the  first  mem- 
ber of  the  classes  to  volunteer  her  services. 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  served  as  pianist  for  many 
years  without  recompense  of  any  kind  but  the 
grateful  regard  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 

First  President,  Secretary  and  Director. 
Of  the  three  most  prominent  figures  associated  with 
the  movement  from  the  beginning,  two  are  still 
keenly  interested  in  its  affairs,  and  participate  in 
all    its    activities, —  the    president,    Mr.    Henry    G . 


Pickering,  and  the  first  secretary,  Miss  Rose  L. 
Dexter.  It  is  rarely  indeed  that  either  the  president 
or  Miss  Dexter  is  absent  from  a  rehearsal  of  the 
Union,  or  fails  to  visit  the  other  classes  in  session. 

It  now  only  remains  to  say  a  parting  word  of  the 
director  emeritus,  Mr.  Samuel  \V.  Cole.  During 
all  the  years  from  1898  to  1910,  in  addition  to  at- 
tending to  a  mass  of  detail  work,  Mr.  Cole  labored 
unremittingly  to  make  the  performance  of  the  works 
studied  the  best  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
Recently,  speaking  of  this  time,  Mr.  Cole  said: 
"The  study  of  such  works  as  'The  Creation,*  'The 
Messiah,'  "'Elijah,"  'St.  Paul/  'Samson,*  '  The  Re- 
demption," etc.,  in  wiiich  human  experience,  linked 
with  a  recognition  of,  and  an  appeal  to,  a  Divine 
and  all-powerful  Heavenly  Father,  is  expressed 
in  the  greatest  and  most  dramatic  music  the  world 
has  yet  produced,  could  not  fail  of  making  a  deep 
and  abiding  impression  on  many  lives."' 

The  Choral  Tnion  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Cole  for  his  great  work,  which  it  <-an  never 
repay.  For  is  it  not  a  tridy  great  work  to  take  at 
random,  as  one  may  say,  these  hundreds  of  people 
so  dissimilar  in  personality,  coudition,  education 
and  musical  proficiency,  aud  moidd  them  into  a 
well-equipped  choral  society,  ca|)able  of  singing 
such  works  as  Mr.  Cole  has  instanced  'i 

In  the  conduct  of  the  Unicm  no  selection  or 
exclusion  of  singers  is  made  for  musical  reasons, 
and  yet,  have  not  these  singers  worked  well,  to  have 
gone  so  far  upon  the  road  to  the  loftiest  and  the 
best,  when  most  of  them  begin  with  a  limited  knowl- 
edge of  even  musical  notation.^ 

From  Mr.  Cole"s  first  Bumstead  Hall  le.sson  in 
1898  to  the  time  \Yhen  he  laid  down  his  baton  as 
conductor  of  The  Peoples  Choral  Union  in  1910, 
his  only  remuneration  has  been  the  gratitude  of  the 
hundreds  he  has  taught  to  appreciate  good  music 
with  the  ear  of  the  performer.  The  spirit  of  com- 
radeship that  existed  between  him  and  his  huge 
class  was  delightful.  Always,  in  ascending  the 
rostrum  to  begin  the  afternoon  rehearsal,  he  greeted 
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his  audience  with,  "Good  afternoon.  Class!"  and 
they  responded  as  with  one  voice:  "Good  afternoon, 
Mr.  Cole." 


"A  company  of  singers  is  like  a  company  of 
brothers:  the  heart  is  opened,  and  in  the  stream  of 
song  they  feel  themselves  of  one  heart  and  of  one 
mind." 
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©fficersf  of 
acfje  people's;  Choral  ®nion 

1898-1913 

PRESIDENT 
Henry  G.  Pickering 1898 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Johnson  Morton 1899- 

1901- 
1904- 
1900- 


Sherman  a.  Junn 

Hugh  H.   Hamill 

Gilford  I).   Ilsley 

Bert  Poole    . 

Arthur  Urquhart 

Edward  T.   Fillebrown 

Don  L.  Clarke  . 

John  F.  Collins,  2d  Vice-President 


Miss  Rose  L. 


SECRETARIES 

Dexter. 

Assistant 


Miss  Josephine  Blackwell  ■ 


Edward  T.  Fillebrown 
Leland  S.  French 
Carl  H.  Barber 


/  Secretary 


TREASURERS 

Edmund  Billings 

Sidney  M.  Warshauer 

M.  Preston  Humphrey,  Assistant 

LIBRARIANS 

*Christel  Orvis 

Andrew  C.  Fabian        .      .      .      . 
William  L.  Baum  .      .      .      . 

Frederick  W.  Hobbs 


Samuel  W. 


CONDUCTORS 

Cole 


1910- 
1912 
1911 


1898- 
1900 
1903 
190G 
1910- 
1912 


1900 
1903 
1905 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1912 


-1902 
-1902 
-1906 
-1910 
1912 


1898-1910 

1910  • 

1912  


1909-1911 
.  .  1912 
.  .  1912 
1912  


1898-1910 


-t?                    w  w              S  Act'g  Conductorl908-1910 
Frederick  W  .  Wodell  -^  Conductor  1910  • 

•Served  from  1904  till  office  was  made  elective  in  1909. 
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CLASS  INSTRUCTORS 

*JoHN  L.   GiBB 1898-1902 

*Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Hoar       .      .      .  1898 

*George  H.  Goldthwaite  ....  1898 

*Miss  Annie  G.   Molloy    ....  1898 

Harry  N.  Redman         1898 

Leonard  B.   Marshall       ....  1898-1900 

Miss  Emma  Kohler 1899 

Herman  A.  Shedd  1901  

Alvin  C.  Saunders           1902-1904  and  1906-1909 

George  F.  Smith 1904-1908 

Edward  A.  Kingsley          ....  1908-1910 

Thomas  F.   McAuliffe        ....      1910  

Frank  Prebble         1910-1911 

Charles  H.  Chisholm         ....  1912 

LIST  OF  MEMBERS 

Members    of    the    First    Season's    Class,     now 
members  of  the  Union. 

February,  1898  —  December,  1913 

tMiss  Mary  Adams  Miss  Jennie  S.  Hunt 

Miss  Alice  Acores  Mrs.  Annie  M.  Imbert 

Alvaro  a.  Acores  Mrs.  Pearl  A.  Joy 

Hiram  Babcock  Miss  Alice  Jukes 

Joseph  J.  Bayes  Miss  C.  MacDonald 

Edward  M.  Bayes  J.  Dexter  MacGill 
Miss  Kate  E.BlanchardMiss  Bessie  E.  Milton 

Miss  Cora  A.  Bell  Miss  Isabella  G.  Moir 

Miss  Ida  F.  Caine  Miss  Effie  Mora 

Mrs.  Laura  E.  Cayvan  Christel  Orvis 

Mrs.  John  F.  Collins  Mrs.  Rebecca  Shorter 

John  F.  Collins  Mrs.  Nora  Sullivan 

James  B.  Dane  Mrs.  Samuel  P.  West 

Miss  Mina  B.  Fage  Samuel  P.  West 

James  W.  Gwinn  W'illiam  T.  Woods 
Samuel  C.  Hill 

*Taught  the  first  season. 
tMiss   Adams  has  not  been  late  or  absent  from  a  rehearsal 
or  concert  during  the  entire  sixteen  vears. 
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DIRECTOR  EMERITUS 

Samuel  W.   Cole      


l!)l<) 


HONORARY  MEMBERS 


Mrs.   Henry  L.   Higginsox 
Miss  Rose  L.   Dexter  . 
Miss  Josephine  Rlackwell 
Edmund  Billings      ... 


1901 
1902 
1907 
1910 


ASSOCIATE   M E M BE RS 
1912-1913 


Miss  Mary  S.  Ames 
Edward  R.  Andrews 
E.   Pierson   Beebe 
J.   Arthur   Beebe 
Dr.  Ed.  H.  Bradford 
WiLLi.\M  Brewster 
Miss  Helen  A.  Brooks 
Miss  K.  E.  Bull.\rd 
Mrs.  p.  S.  Burns 
Miss  Ida  F.  Caine 
Don  L.  Clark 
Robert  M.  Currier 
Charles  A.  Deax 
Hon.  Frederic  Dodge 
Hon.  Fraxcis  S.  Eatox 
Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fit/ 
R.  F.  Foster 

(iEORGE  A.  GODDARD 

Mrs.  Henry  S.  Grew 
James  W.  Gwinn 
Mrs.  Edward  J.  Holmes 
RoRERT  D.  Holt 


Mrs.  C.  S.  Hgughto.n 
Miss  M.  C.  Jackson 
J.  MiRRAY  Kay 
Miss  H.  P.  Kimball 
Joseph   Lee 
Dr.  R.  M.  Lawrence 
Roland  C.  Li.ncoln 
Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop 
Miss  Faxxy  P.  Maso.x 
J.   Dexter  MacGill 
Miss  Frances  R.  Morse 
\.  Oppexheim 
Miss  Mary  Pratt 
Waldo     Pratt 
Arthur  P.  Schmidt 
l.   l.  scaife 
Mrs.  G.  HowlandShaw 
Miss  G.  Stevens 
Miss  Alice  P.  Tapley 
Miss  Mary  A.  Tappan 
H.  G.  Tucker 
C.  S.  Waldo 
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Concerts! 


OF    THE 


People's;   Cfjora!    Winim 
1898=4913 


fe|»nop£fi£i  of  ^rogrammeja; 


FIRST  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Music  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
May  22,  1898 

Samuel  W.  Cole,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Overture:     "La  Dame  Blanche"  Boieldieu 

The  Orchestra 
Chorals:    (a)  "Our  God  our  Portion  " 

(b)   "To  Thy  Pastures  Fair  and  Large  " 
The  Combined  Classes 
War  March  OF  THE  Priests.         (From  "Athalia") 

Mendelssohn 
The  Orchestra 
"To  Thee  O  Country"  Eichberg 

The  Bumstead  Hall  Class 

"Sancta  Maria" Faure 

Mrs.  Walker 
"The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic"         Parker 

The  Combined  Classes 

"The  Bell  Gavotte"    ....         Watson 

The  Orchestra 


"Farewell  TO  THE  Forest"  .  Mendelssohn 

The  Bumstead  Hall  Class 

Psalm:  "The  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth"   Randegger 

Mrs.  Walker  and  the  Bumstead  Hall  Class 

March:    "The  Stars  and  Stripes  Forever""         Sousa 

The  Orchestra 

"Memorial  Day" Marshall 

The  Bumstead  Hall  Class 

"America" Costa-Carey 

The  Combixed  Classes 

SOLOIST 
Mrs.  Jennie  Patrick  Walker       .         .        Soprano 


Mrs.  Isabel  Munn-W^hite  .         Accompanist 

"People's  Orchestra" 


SECOND  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Music  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
May  7,   1899 

Samuel   W.   Cole,   Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Part  I 

"Stab AT  Mater" Rossini 

Chorus  and  Soloists 

Part  II 

Overture:    "Jubel"         ....  Weber 

The  Orchestra 
Part-Soxg  (unaccompanied):  "My  Luve's 

Like  a  Red,  Red  Rose"'  Garrett 

Chorus 
"Great  Dagon  has  Subdued  our  Foe." 

(From  "Samson  ")      ....  Handel 

Contralto  Solo  and  Chorus 


"Coronation  March."     (From     "The 

Prophet") Mcijcrbcer 

Orchestra 

"Festival  Hymn" Buck 

Chorus 
"The  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Psalm" 

Randegyer 
Soprano  Solo  and  Chorus 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Kileski  Bradbury  Soprano 

Miss  Pauline  Woltman           .         .  Contralto 

Mr.  Armand  Fortin          ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Clarence  E.  Hay     ....  Bass 

Players  from  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra 

THIRD  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Music  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  22,   1900 

Samuel  W.   Cole,   Conductor 
PROGRAMME 

Oratorio:    "Naaman"  Sir  Michael  Costa 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Kileski  Bradbury  Soprano 

Miss  Pauline  Woltman  ...       Alto 

Mr.  William  H.  Rieger  Tenor 

Mr.  Louis  E.  Black         ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Gwillym  Miles         ...  Bass 


Mr.  Frank  M.  Church    ....        Organist 
Miss  Edith  H.  Snow        ....  Pianist 

The  Boston  Festival  Orchestra, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Cotton,  Principal 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
March  24,   1901 

Samuel  AV.   Cole,   Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Part  I 

Overture  in  "C" Mozart 

Orchestra 

"Miriam's  Song  of  Triumph'"  Franz  Schubert 

Chorus  axd  Soloist 

(a)  "First   Movement":    Organ   Sonata    in 

A  minor.  ]V kiting 

(/;)  Grand   Pantasie:   "The  Storm"  Lcnnnens 

George  E.   Whiting 

(o)  "God  who  Cannot  be  Unjust." 

(From  "Naaraan")  Coata 

(6)   "Thanks,  Grateful  Thanks.". 

(From  "  Xaaman")  Costa 

Chorus 

Part  II 

Symphony  in  G  Major:    "The  Surprise"        Haydn 
Adagio  Cantahile,  Vivace  Assai,  Andante, 
Menuetto,    Allegro    Molto 
Orchestra 

"Slumber  Song" Lohr 

Chorus 

Songs:    (a)    "  Meine  Liebe  ist  Griin"  IhahniJi 

{b)    "  Wilkommen  Mein   Wald"  Franz 

(c)  "The  Year's  at  the  Spring  "  Beach 
Mrs.  Marie  Kunkel  Zimmerman 

Damascus  March.     (From  "Naaman")  Costa 

Solo  and  Chorus 

"Alma  Virgo" Hummel 

Soprano  Solo  and  Chorus 

March.     (From  "Tannhauser")      .         .         Wagner 

Chorus 


SOLOISTS 

*Mrs.  Marie  Kunkel  Zimmerman  Soprano 

Mr.  George  E.  Whiting  Organ-Virtuoso 


Miss  Jennie  Weller        ....        Organist 

Mr.  William  Dietrich  Strong    \  , 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow        .        .       S         Accompanists 

The  Boston  Festival  Orchestra, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Cotton,  Principal 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  13,   1902 

Samuel  W.   Cole,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Part  I 

'Overture  to  St.  Paul"  Mendelssohn 

Orchestra  and  Organ 
Messe  Solennelle.     ("St.  Cecilia")    .      .     Gounod 

Part  II 

"The  Ninety-Fifth  Psalm"   .        .         Mendelssohn 
Chorus 

"Be    Thou    Faithful    Unto    Death." 

(From  "St.  Paul")     .         .         .         Mendelssohn 
Mr,  Glenn  Hall 
"I  Will  Extol  Thee,  O  Lord."    (From 

"Eli") Costa 

Mrs.  Mary  Montgomery  Brackett 
"Oh  God  Have  Mercy."     (From  "St. 

Paul") Mendelssohn 

Mr.  Gwillym  Miles 

"Song  of  Welcome"  Mrs.  H.  H.  A.  Beach 

Chorus 

*  Substituted  for  Miss  Sara  Anderson. 


SOLOISTS 

Miss  Anita  Rio Soprano 

Mrs.  Mary  Montgomery  Brackett    .  Soprano 

Mr.  Glenn  Hall Tenor 

Mr.  Gwillym  Miles         ....  Baritone 


Miss  Jennie  Weller  ....  Organist 
Mr.  William  Dietrich  Strong  /  ^  Accompanists 
Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  ) 

The  Boston  Festival  Orchestra, 
Mr.  William  Hoffman,  Principal 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
March  22,   1903 

Samuel  W.  Cole,   Conductor 
PROGRAMME 

Part  I 
"The  Nativity":    Cantata      .  John  Knoirles  Paine 

Part  II 

"Ave  Verum" Mozart 

Chorus 
"O  Captain!    My  Captain!"    Edgar  Siill man  Kelley 
A  setting  of  Walt  Wliitman'.s  poem  on  the  death 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Chorus 
"Glory,  Honor,  Praise  and  Power"    .       Mozart 

Chorus  and  Soloists 
"In  Constant  Order  Works  the  Lord." — 

A  Hymn Von  Weber 

Chorus 


SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Kileski  Bradbury  Soprano 

Miss  Alice  Mabel  Stanaway  .                Alto 

Mr.  Clarence  B.  Shirley  Tenor 

Mr.  Leverett  B.  Merrill  Bass 


Miss  Jennie  Weller        ....        Organist 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  Accompanist 

The  Boston  Festival  Orchestra, 

Mr.  John  W.  Crowley,  Principal 


FIRST  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Jordan  Hall,  Sunday    Afternoon, 
January  17,   1904 

and 

Monday  Evening,  January  18,    1904 

Samuel  W.   Cole,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Oratorio:    "The  Creation"    .  .  Haydn 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Mary  Montgomery  Brackett    .  Soprano 

Mr.  George  J.  Parker   ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Frederick  Martin  ....  Bass 

*Miss  Clara  St.\udenm.\yer  Contralto 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  Accompanist 

The  Boston  Festiv.\l  Orchestra, 

Mr.  John  W.  Crowley,   Principal 

*  Member  of  the  Choral  Union. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,  Sunday  Evening, 
April  24,  1904 

Samuel  W.  Cole,   Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Part  I 

Messe  Solexxelle.     ("St.  Cecilia")  Gounod 

Part  II 
"Stabat  Mater" Rossitii 

SOLOISTS 

*Mrs.  Grace  Boxxer  Williams  .                 Soprano 

Miss  Paulixe  Woltmax  Alfo 

Mr.  Clarexce  B.  Shirley  Tenor 

Mr.  Myrox  \V.  Whitxey,  Jr.  Bass 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 
Miss  Edith  H.  Sxow  Accompanist 

Members  of  the  Bostox  Sympho.ny  Orchestra, 
Mr.  Daxiel  Kuntz.  Principal 


SECOND  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Jordan   Hall,   Monday   Evening, 

January  30,   1905 

Samuel  W.  Cole,   Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Part  I 
March.  ("From  Tannhauser")  Wagner 

Chorus 
Mr.    (ieorge     E.     Whiting    at     the     Organ, 
Assisted  by  Trumpeters  and  Drummers. 

*  Substituted  for  Mrs.  Zimmerman  at  u  few  hours'  notice. 


Organ    Solo.     "Prelude    and    Fugue    on 

B.  A.  C.  H  " Liszt 

Mr.  George  E.  Whiting 
"To  Thee  O  Country"  ....       Eichberg 

Chorus 
"Out  of  Darkness."     (Psalm  130)        .  Gounod 

Chorus  and  Soloists 
Organ  Solo:    "Religious  Melody,  with 

Variations" Whiting 

Mr.  George  E.  Whiting 

"The  Lost  Chord"  ....        Sullivan 

Chorus 

Part  II 

Song:    "Hear  Me  Ye  Winds  and  Waves"         Handel 

Mr.  Charles  Delmont 
Songs:    (a)    "Gathered  Rosebuds"       .        Whelpley 
(6)    "Ecstasy"     .  .  Mrs.  Beach 

(c)     "The  Year's  at  the  Spring"   Mrs.  Beach 
Miss  Mabel  Dadmun 
Song;    Aria,  "  My  Heart  at  Thy  Dear  Voice." 
(From  "Samson  and  Delilah") 

Saint-Saens 
Miss  Mabel  Stanaway 
Songs:    (a)    "Thy  Beaming  Eyes" 

(6)    "Let  Night  Speak  of  Me" 
(c)     "Love  Me  if  I  Live"  . 
Mr.  Clarence  Shirley 
"Glory,  Honor,    Praise  and  Power 
Chorus  and  Soloists 

SOLOISTS 

*Miss  Mabel  Dadmun     . 
Miss  Mabel  Stanaway   . 
fMR.  Clarence  Shirley 
Mr.  Charles  Delmont    . 
Mr.  George  E,  Whiting 


Mac  Donald 

Chadwick 

Foote 

Mozart 


Soprano 

Alto 

Tenor 

Bass 

Organ    Virtuoso 

Organist 
Accompanists 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd 
Miss  Edith  H.  Snow 
Mr.  William  D.  Strong 

Trumpeters  and  Drummers  from  the  Boston 
Symphony  and  New  England  Conservatory  Or- 
chestras. 

*Substituted  at  short  notice  for  Mrs.  Caroline  Cutler. 
tSubstituted  at  short  notice  for  Mr.  Louis  Black. 


EIGHTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  16,  1905 

Samuel  \V.  Cole,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Oratorio:    "The  Messiah"      .  Handel 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Grace  Bonner  Williams  Soprano 

Miss  Katherine  Ricker ilfo 

Mr.  Clarence  B.  Shirley  Tenor 

Mr.  Charles  Delmont Bu.ts 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....         Organist 
Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  Accompanist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Sy.mphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Daniel  Kuntz,  Principal 

The  Trumpet  Solo  by  Mr.  L.  Kloepfel 


THIRD  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Jordan   Hall,   Sunday  Afternoon, 
January   14,   1906 

Samuel   W.   Cole.   Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Overture:    "Plicdre"       ....       Massenet 

Orchestral  Club 

"Gallia":   A  Motet  ...  Gounod 

Chorus  and  Soloists 

I  Prelude        ^ 

Organ  Solo  -  OflFertoirc  Leniaif/re 

i  Fughctta     \ 

Mr.  S.   B.   Whitney 

(a)  "  Crossing  THE  Bar  (unaccompanied)      Barnby 


(6)  "The  Recessional"      ....    Sclinccker 

Chorus 
Organ  Solo:   "Processional   March." 
(By  request) 

Mr.  S.   B.Whitney 
(«)   "Great  is  the  Holy  One  of  Israel," 

Henry  Lincoln  Case 

(b)  "An  Old  Sacred  Lullaby"   (1649)      D.  Corner 

(c)  "Adoration  (Armand  Silvestre)         Paul  Puget 

(English  translation  by  Samuel  Gaines) 
Mrs.  Gaines 
Mr.   Gaines  at  the  Piano 
"The  Damascus  Triumphal  March." 

(From  "Naaman")     ....  Costa 

Chorus 
Andante.     (From  Quartet  in  B-Flat)       Tchaikowsky 

Orchestral  Club 
Hallelujah     Chorus.     (From     "The 

Messiah")    ......  Handel 

Chorus  and  Soloist 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Gaines  .  Soprano 

Mr.  S.  B.  Whitney  .    Organ-Virtuoso 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  .        Accompanist 

The  Boston  Festival  Orchestral  Club, 

Mr.  John  W.  Crowley,   Leader 


NINTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 
Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  22,   1906 

Samuel  W.  Cole,   Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Oratorio:    "Elijah"  ....         Mendelssohn 

SOLOISTS 
Miss  Lucy  Anne  Allen  ....        Soprano 
Miss  Elsa  Heindl Soprano 


Mrs.  Bet?tha  Ci'snixG  CmLD  Alfn 

*Miss  Clara  A.  Staudenmayer  Alto 

Mr.  George  Deane           ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Charles  Delmont    ....  Bass 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  Accompanist 

Memhers  of  the   Bosto.n  Symphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Jacqiks   Hofk.mann,   Principal 


FOURTH  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
January  20,   1907 

Samuel  \V.   Cole,  Condiutor 

PROCRAMME 

Oratorio:   "The  Creation"  .  Haydn 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Grace  Bower  Williams  Soprano 

Miss  Clara  Staidenmayer    .  Alto 

Mr.  Clarence  B.  Shirley  Tenor 

Mr.  Leverett  B.  Merrill  Bass 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 
Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  Accompanist 

Members  of  the   Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 
Mr.  Jacqces  Hoffmann,    Principal 


TENTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday   Evening, 
April  21,   1907 

Samuel   W.   Cole,   Conductor 

PRO(.RAMME 

Oratorio:  "  Sam.son  "        ....        Handel 
*M«Mnber  of  the  Choral  Union. 


SOLOISTS 

Miss  Lucy  Anne  Allen  ....  Soprano 

Mrs.  Bertha  Gushing  Child         .        .  Alto 

Mr.  Theodore  Van  Yorx                        .  Tenor 

Mr.  Herbert  Witherspoon  .                 .  Bass 

Mr.  Arthur  D.  Babcock  .sang  the  part  of  the 
messenger. 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd    ....        Organist 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow        .        .        .        Accompanist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 

The  trumpet  solo  by  Mr.  L.  Kloepfel 


FIFTH  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 

January   19,   1908 

*Samuel  W.   Cole,   Conductor 


PROGRAMME 

Oratorio:  "  The  Redemption  " 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Mary  Montgomery  Brackett 
Mrs.  Helen  Allen  Hunt 
Miss  Alice  Mabel  Stanaway 
Mr.  Clarence  B.  Shirley 
Mr.  Williard  Flint 
Mr.  Ralph  Osborne 


Gounod 


Soprano 
Alto 
Alto 
Tenor 
Bass 
Bass 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow  Accompanist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 

*  On  account  of  an  accident  to  Mr.  Cole,  from  which  he  had 
not  fully  recovered,  Mr.  Gustav  Strube  kindly  consented  to 
conduct  this  concert. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  26,   1908 

*Samuel  W.  Cole,  Conductor 


PROGRAMME 

Oratorio:    "St.  Paul"     . 

Mendelssohn 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Grace  Boxner  Williams 

Soprano 

Miss  Alice  Mabel  Staxaway 

Alto 

Mr.  George  J.  Parker    . 

Tenor 

Mr.  Earl  Cartwright 

Bass 

Mr.  Clarexce  Haskell  Chute 

Bass 

Mr.  Hermax  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 
Miss  Edith  H.  Sxow  Accompanist 

Members  of  the  Bostox  Symphoxy  Orchestra, 
Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


SIXTH  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday   Evening, 

January   17,   1909 

Frederick  W.   Wodell,  Acting  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

"Barbara  Frietchie,"  John  G.   Whittier 

Jules  Jordan 
Soloists  axd  Chorus 
"The  Crusaders."     (Dramatic  Cantata) 

Niels  W.  Gade 
Soloists  axd  Chorus 

*Owing  to  the  continued  disability  of  Mr.  Cole,  Mr.  Gustav 
Strube  was  engaged  to  conduct  this  concert,  although  Mr.  Cole 
directed  all  but  the  last  two  rehearsals. 


SOLOISTS 


Miss  Virginia  Listemann 
Miss  Janet  Duff 
Mr.  Mortimer  Howard    . 
Mr.  Giuseppe  Picco 


Soprano 

Contralto 

Tenor 

Baritone 


Organist 
Accompanists 


Mr.  Hermann  A.  Shedd 
Miss  Gertrude  A.  Urban  / 
Miss  Annie  W.  McLeary   \ 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 
Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


TWELFTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 

April  25,  1909 

Frederick  W.  Wodell,  Acting  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Part  I 
Messe  Solennelle.  ("St.  Cecilia")      .         Govnod 

Part  II 
"Hymn  of  Praise"  ....         Mendelssohn 


SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Alice  Merritt-Cochran 
Miss  Carolyn  Louise  Fisk    . 
Mr.  Thomas  Evans  Greene 
Dr.  George  R.  Clarke   . 


Soprano 

Soprano 

Tenor 

Bass 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Annie  W.  McLeary  }  .  ■  . 

TVT        /^  A    TT  -  .        Accampamsts 

Miss  Gertrude  A.  Lrban  ')  ^ 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra. 
Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


SEVENTH  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 
Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
January   23,   1910 
Frederick  W.   Wodell,  Acting  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 
Part  I 

"War     March     of     the     Priests." 

("Athalie")  ....         Mendelssohn 

The  Orchestr.y 

"Holy  Redeemer" Marchetti 

Women's  Voices  of  The  People's  Choral  Union 
"Thy  Word,  O  God"  F.W.  Wodell 

Mens  Voices  of  the  Choral  Union 
(Solo  part  bv  Mr.  Kenneth  Bingham) 
"I  Will  Extol  Thee."  ("Eli")     .  Costa 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Holt 
"O  Thou  Light  Most  Sure  .\nd  Blest.  ' 

(From  Four  Responses)  /'.   W .  Wodell 

The  Choral  Union 
"If  With    All   Your    Hearts." 

("Elijah") Mendelssohn 

Mr.  J.  TI.  K atti(;an 
"AdohamusTe"         .....     Palcsirina 

The  Choral  Union 
■'()  Rest  i.\  the  Lord."     ("Elijah")      Mendelssohn 

Miss  Anna  Miller  Wood 

"Air."     (For  String  Orchestra)  ./.  N.  Bueh 

TiiK  Orchestra 

'.\ve  Verum" Mozart 

The  Choral  Unio.v 

Part  II 

"The  Rose  Maiden."     (A  Cantata) 

Frederick  If.  Cowen 
SOLOISTS 

*Mrs.  Gertrude  Holt  Soprano 

Miss  Anna  Miller  Wood  Contralto 

Mr.  J.  H.  Rattigan           ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Kenneth  Bingham  ....  Baritone 

*  Owing  to  the  illness  of  Miss  ElU-da  Perley,  Mrs.  Holt  sanrr 
I  111'  soprano  part  at  short  notic-i'. 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Gertrude  C.  Wright     .        .         Accompanist 

Members  of  the   Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  24,  1910 

Frederick  W.  Wodell,  Acting  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Part  I 

"Stab AT  Mater" Rossini 

Part  II 
"Spring."     (The  Seasons)         .        .        .  Haydn 

SOLOISTS 

Miss  Caroline  Hudson  ....  Soprano 

Miss  Adelaide  Griggs     ....  Contralto 

Mr.  Edward  Barrow       ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Leverett  B.  Merrill              .        .  Bass 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 
Miss  Bertha  C.  Wright  .        .         .         Pianist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 
Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


EIGHTH  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
January  22,   1911 

Frederick  W.  Wodell,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 
Part  I 
Christoforus"        ....  Rheinberger 


Part  II 


'Gallia" 


SOLOISTS 
Mrs.  Florence  Dunton  Brown- 
Miss  Anna  Miller  Wood    • 
Mr.  Clarence  B.  Shirley 
Mr.  Earl  Cartwright    . 
Miss  Florence  M.  Payne 
Master  Raymond  Ott 


Gounod 


Soprano 
Contralto 
Tenor 
Baritone 
Soprano 
Soprano 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 
Miss  Marion  L.  Lane      ....  Pianist 

MexMbers  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 
Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  23,   1911 

Frederick  W.   Wodell,   Conductor 


PROGRAMME 

Or.^torio:    "Judas  Maccabeus" 
SOLOISTS 


Handel 


Miss  Marie  Stoddart  ....  Soprano 
Mrs.  Maude  W.  Grove  ....  Contralto 
Dr.  Franklin  Lawson     ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Charles  Bennett    ....  Bass 

Mrs.  M.  Frances  Brady,  of  the  Chorus,  sang 
in  the  solo  trio  of  "See,  the  Conquering  Hero 
Comes." 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Marion  L.  Lane      ....         Pianist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


NINTH  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
January  21,   1912 

Frederick  W.   Wodell,   Conduclor 
PROGRAMME 

Part  I 

Cantata:    "Spring's  Greeting"  .       Gadc 

The  People's  Choral  Union 
Soprano     Solo:    "Hear     Ye,     Israel." 

("Elijah") Mendclfisohn 

Mrs.  Lorene  Rogers- Wells 
Motet:  "The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd"  .  Schubert 
Women's  Voices  of  The  People's  Choral  Union 
Cantata:  "The  Nun  of  Nidaros"  .  Dudley  Buck 
Men's  Voices  of  The  People's  Choral  Union, 
with  Tenor  Solo  by  Mr.  Charles  Hargreaves 

Intermezzo Mascagni 

The  Orchestra 

Part  II 

Motet:    "Hear  My  Prayer"   .  Mendelssohn 

People's  Choral  Union,  with  Soprano  Solo  part 

BY  Mrs.  Rogers-Wells 
En  Revant  .  .        Gervasio 

String  Orchestra 
Tenor  Solo:  "Cujus  Animam."     (Stabat 

Mater)  Rossini 

Mr.  Charles  Hargreaves 
Largo:    "Trust  in  the  Lord"  .  Handel 

Women's  Voices  of  The  People's  Choral  Union, 

First  and  Second  Soprano  and  Alto 
Soprano  Solo  and  Chorus:    "Inflam- 

matus."  (Stabat  Mater)  Rossini 

Mrs.  Rogers- Wells,  People's  Choral  Union 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Lorene  Rogers- Wells         .        .        Soprano 
Mr.  Charles  Hargreaves  .        .  Tenor 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Marion  L.  Lane      ....  Pianist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  J.\cques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  28,   1912 

Frederick  W.     Wodell,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

P.\RT    I 

"Stabat  Mater,"  Xos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Antnnin  Drorak 

Part  II 

Oratorio:    "The  Creation"  .        Haydn 

Parts  I  and  II 

SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Grace  Bonner  Willia.ms  Soprano 

Miss  Florence  Jepperson  Contralto 

Mr.  Howard  E.  Pratt     ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Leverett  B.  Merrill  Bass 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Mrs.  Marion  Lane  Moran    .  Pianist 

Members  of  th,e  Boston  Sy.mphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


TENTH  MID-SEASON  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,  Sunday  Evening, 

January  26,   1913 

Frederick  W.   Wodell,  Conductor 


PROGRAMME 
Part  I 

*'NoTTURNo" Mendelssohn 

The  Orchestra 

"Iphigeneia"     ....      Win.  H.  Humiston 

Chorus  and  Soloists 

"Reverie" Karl  Rissland 

(Improvisation  on  L.  D.  Redway's  Prelude  in  D-flat) 

The  Orchestra 

"The  Lost  Chord"  .Sir  Arthur  Snllivan 

(Arrangement  by  J.  H.  Brewer) 

Chorus  and  Organ 


Part 

II 

"The  Cross  OF  Fire" 

Max  Bruch 

SOLOISTS 

Miss  Edna  Sands  Dunham 
Mr.  Horatio  Connell 
*Mr.  Charles  McIlvain 

Soprano 

Baritone 

Basso 

Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd 

Miss  Marjorie  Gaskins 

Organist 
Pianist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 
Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Symphony  Hall,   Sunday  Evening, 
April  27,   1913 

Frederick  W.  Wodell,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 
Oratorio:  "The  Messiah"      .        .        .  Handel 

SOLOISTS 

Miss  Marie  Stoddart      ....  Soprano 

Miss  Marion  May Contralto 

Mr.  Joseph  Goudreault         .        .        .  Tenor 

Mr.  George  H.  Downing       .        .        .  Bass 

*  Member  of  the  Choral  Union. 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Majorie  Gaskins    ....  Pianist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 


CONCERT  PRECEDING  RECEPTION  TEN- 
DERED 
MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  L.  HIGGINSON 

Chickering   Hall,  Sunday   Afternoon, 
January  19,   1902 

Samuel  W.  Cole,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Selections 

The  People's  Choral  Union 


SOLOISTS 

Miss  Frances  Knight 

Soprano 

Mr.  William  Black 

Tenor 

Mr.  E.  a.  Franklin 

Flutist 

Members  of  the  Boston  Festiv 

AL 

Orchestra 

CONCERT  PRECEDING  MASS  MEETING 

Symphony 'Hall,  Sunday  Afternoon, 
October  13,   1907 

Samuel  W.   Cole,  Conductor 

PROGRAMME 

Selections  from  "Samson"  .  Handel 

The  People's  Choral  Union 


SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  Grace  Bonner  Williams      .        .  Soprano 

Miss  Gertrude  Edmands        .        .        .  Contralto 

Mr.  George  J.  Parker    ....  Tenor 

Mr.  Charles  Delmont    ....  Bass 


Mr.  Herman  A.  Shedd     ....        Organist 

Miss  Edith  H.  Snow        ....  Pianist 

AND  Thirty-Three  Members  of  the  Boston 

Symphony  Orchestra, 

Mr.  Jacques  Hoffmann,  Principal 

MASS  MEETING 

Speakers 

Henry    G.   Pickering,    President   People's   Choral 

Union,   presiding. 
Dr.    Charles    W.    Eliot,    President    of    Harvard 

University. 
Dr.  Frank  Damrosch. 

Sight  Singing  Test  by   the   Audience   Conducted 
by  Dr.  Damrosch. 

Sight-Singing  Test,  No.  1       .        .        .  Mozart 

Sight-Singing  Test,  No.  2       .        .        .  Handel 

"The  Star  Spangled  Banner, "  "Old  Folks  at 
Home,"  "Massa's  in  the  Cold,  Cold 
Ground,"  "America." 


Wi}t  Cf)oial  Social  Club  of  Jlos^ton 
19004913 

At  thf  auiiual  meeting  of  The  Peoples  ("lioral 
Union  held  in  Union  Hall,  April  29.  1!)0(>,  the 
orjianization  of  a  "Soeial  Club"  was  suj^gested, 
and  the  president  of  the  Union  appointed  the 
following  persons  to  make  arrangements  for  its 
formation:  Messrs.  Redden,  Carr,  Powers,  Xiek- 
erson,  Goldston,  Hamill,  Mrs.  Xickerson,  Mrs. 
Goldston,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Sherhurn,  and  the  Misses 
Potter,  Munroe,  Baker  and  Hopkins. 

This  committee  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  E.  Goldston  to  formulate  their  plans,  and  on 
May  8  called  a  meeting  in  Harmony  Hall.  Boston, 
for  organization,  about  one  liundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  responding. 

It  was  voted  that  the  as*»ociatio!i  l)e  known  as 
"The  Choral  Social  Club  of  Boston."  and  its  ol)ject 
stated  as  the  promotion  of  sociability  among  its 
members. 

The  management  was  vested  in  an  Executive 
Committee,  consisting  of  the  officers  and  seven  mem- 
bers, to  be  elected  annually  from  the  membership;  and 
later,  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  modeled  after 
that     of  The   People's   Choral    Union   was   adopted. 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Chd)  was  held  in 
Paine  Hall,  Appleton  Street,  Boston,  May  22,  1J)()(). 
with  sixty-eight  members  present;  the  business 
meeting  being  followed  by  a  social  and  dance 
attended  by  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  mem- 
bers and  friends. 

Outings  were  held  during  the  following  summer 
months,  the  first 'being  at  Pine  Banks.  June  IS.  and 
the  last  for  the  season  in  September,  at  Accord 
Pond,  Rockland,  the  Club  holding  an  annual 
outing  at  the  latter  place  up  to  the  present  time; 
and  to  this  and  other  outings  members  of  the  Classes 
are  invited. 

The  Club  began  its  fall  season  in  October,  1900, 
with  a  large  membership,  and  the  fact  that  it  pre- 
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sented  the  Union  with  fifty  dollars  as  a  token  of  its 
interest  and  loyalty,  after  being  organized  but 
seven  months,  is  good  evidence  of  its  social  and 
financial  success. 

The  Club's  prosperity  continued  for  years,  for 
it  had  among  its  members  some  of  the  most  active 
workers  in  the  Union,  who  gave  their  time  and 
efforts  in  unstinted  measure  to  promote  its  success, 
and  to  speak  of  them  to-day  to  any  of  the  older 
members  will  call  forth  reminiscences  of  happy 
hours  spent  in  outings,  socials,  theatricals,  dances, 
and  the  various  activities  that  made  up  the  life 
of  the  Club. 

But  uU  things  are  subject  to  change;  and  owing 
to  various  causes  the  interest  gradually  declined, 
till  in  February,  1908,  the  Club  membership  had 
so  decreased,  and  there  seemed  such  slight  hope  of 
improvement,  that  its  few  remaining  members  met 
to  consider  dissolving  the  Club,  as  the  only  thing 
left  to  do. 

After  much  discussion  it  was  voted  to  place  its 
affairs  in  the  hands  of  four  officers,  who  agreed  to 
make  a  strong  effort  to  re-establish  a  Club  that  had 
been  such  a  strong  force  for  good  in  the  social  life 
of  the  Union. 

Their  efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  and 
to-day  the  Club  numbers  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  members  of  the  Union  and  its  classes,  and 
is  active  in  affording  means  of  recreation  and 
pleasure  to  many,  and  gives  to  its  members  a  sense 
of  comradeship  woven  from  the  memory  of  delight- 
ful hours  spent  together. 

It  may  interest  some  to  know  that  any  person 
who  is,  or  has  been,  a  member  of  the  Union  or  the 
classes,  is  eligible  to  apply  for  membership  in  the 
Club,  if  vouched  for  by  two  members  in  good 
standing,  and,  if  elected  by  vote  of  the  Club,  is 
entitled  to  all  its  privileges.  Regular  meetings 
are  held  in  Sewall  Hall,  177  Huntington  Avenue, 
Boston,  the  second  Monday  of  each  month,  and  at 
different  times  and  places  other  gatherings  take  place. 

Many  names  familiar  in  the  Union  will  be  found 
among  its  oflficers. 
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(©fficersf  Choral  g>ocial  Club 
1900=1913 

PRESIDENTS 


Otis  J.   Redden 

1900-1901 

W.  F.  Thacher 

1902 

E.  Churchill 

1903-190.") 

Gilford  D. Ilsley 

1906 

Alex  Lothrop 

1907 

George  A.  Bridge 

1908-1909 

Ernest  A.  Porter 

1910 

Robert  D.  Holt    . 

1911-1912 

G.  Bertram  Washburn 

1913 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Miss  Eleanor  Barrie   . 

S.  A.  JuBB,  2d  Vice-President 

E.  Churchill         .... 

E.  Heald,  2d  Vice-President    . 

W.  Dawkins  .... 

Miss  Nicholson,  2d  Vice-President 

Hugh  Hamill         .... 

Mrs.  E.  Churchill,  2d  Vice-President 

George  Powers     .... 

Albert  Storer       .... 

Herbert  L.  Tuesley 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Chase 


1900 
1900 
1902 
1902 
1903 
1903 

1904-190.") 
1904 
1906 
1907 
1909 

1910  


SECRETARIES 


Hugh  H.  Hamill  . 

Miss  Elizabeth  tl.  Knight, 

Miss  Emma  Shearman    . 
Miss  Augusta  Cohn 
Albert  Storer 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Goldston 
Mrs.  J.  Dexter  MacGill 
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1900 

Asst.  ) 

1900 

Sec.   \ 

1901 

1902-1903 

1904 

1905 

190G-1907 

1908     

FINANCIAL  SECRETARIES 

Hugh  Hamill 

1901 

AV.  Dawkins 

1902 

Sidney  M.  Waushauek 

1 9o;{ 

II.  Heald 

1904 

Miss  Augusta  Conx 

1905-190(1 

Miss  Emma  Pennoyeu    . 

1907 

Perley  Doe 

1908 

D.  L.  Clarke 

1909-1911 

Andrew  C.  Fabiax 

1912 

Miss  Charlotte  M.  Jones 

1912 

Jacob  Bergsox 

1913 

TREASURERS 

E.  D.  Nickerson   . 

1900 

Miss  Barbara  Hinckley,  Asst. 

1900 

Miss  Rachel  Levy 

1901 

Edward  E.  Goldstox                  1902 

-190")  and  1907 

Alex  Lothrop 

1900 

William  Bell 

1908-1909 

Wilbert  a.  Hebb 

1910-1911 

Arthur  F.  Butler 

1912 

DOORKEEPERS 

A.  Storer        / 

R.  O.  Spexce    ^       •  •  •  • 

John  Piper  ( 

Samuel  Rotman   \  '  '  ' 

George  A.  Bridge  1900-1907  and 

E.  A.  Porter 

Mrs.  Mabel  F.  Nute     . 

Mrs.  Beatrice  H.  George 

Miss  Linda  Gutermuth 

Miss  Hlldah  Anderson 

M.  p.  Humphrey   . 

Miss  Grace  M.  Tasker 

HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Henry  G.  Pickering 
Miss  Rose  L.  Dexter 
Samuel  W.  Cole 
Edmund  Billings. 
Miss  Edith  H.  Snow 
Frederick  W.  Wodell 
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1910- 


1912- 
1912 
191.3 


1904 

1!)0.) 

1911 
1909 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1913 


1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1910 
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